Presenting Cases in Criminal
Jury Trials

INTRODUCTION
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The limitations of the study

2. PREPARING JURORS FOR THEIR ROLE

Initial information

The judge’s opening instructions

The Crown opening

The defence opening

Problems with information provided by judges and counsel
Jurors’ lack of familiarity with the process

Options for reform

3. THE PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE

The impact of oral evidence and the limitations of existing measures to supplement
oral evidence

Problems of concentration and recall

Note-taking

Written and visual aids

The clarity of evidence

The impact of expert and other technical evidence
Options for reform

4. THE PARTICIPATION OF JURORS IN THE TRIAL PROCESS
Excessive delays

Asking questions and seeking clarification during the trial
Options for reform

5. JURORS’ PERCEPTIONS OF COUNSEL

The overall performance of counsel

Specific features of counsel’s performance

Style and presentation

Commitment

The conduct of the case

Achieving rapport with the jury

Professionalism

Legal skills - putting the case and examining witnesses
Confusion, irrelevance and lack of organisation
Extracting the evidence

The perceived impact of counsel’s performance
Implications for counsel
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